important battle. He was wounded many times,
saw all his friends fall, and was himself buried alive
for thirty-six hours at Verdun. Since the war he
has been representing American jute interests in
India. But if we have any difficulty in Afghanis-
tan, King should be the ideal man to pull us
through.

Niam Shah, an Afridi, Is the fourth member
of our party. His home is In the mountain
fastness of the independent tribal territory lying
between the North-West Frontier Province and
Afghanistan, and his people do not pay allegi-
ance either to the Amir or to the British raj.
Niam Shah Is a swarthy giant and an Afghan
soldier of fortune. During the World War,
when he heard that there was a good fight going
on In another part of the globe, he came down
from his mountain home, joined the British-
Indian army, and served in German East Africa
and Mesopotamia. He knows two English
words, "Naughty boy 1" which he repeats,
shaking his forefinger; and he says his prayers
five times a day and is an excellent man to put the
fear of God into the hearts of mobs that often
follow at the heels of a European when he ven-
tures into the bazaar of an Indian city.
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